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What Does the Research Say?

Early childhood sets the foundation for lifelong learning,
behavior and health.

Intimate relationships and home environments are the
most powerful influences on early development.

More than 25% of children are vulnerable at entry to Grade
1 one and the numbers increasing.

Children benefit from participation in early childhood
programs that engage families — if early, often and high
quality.

Investments in early childhood programs for all children pay
back on society — S2.5 for every dollar spent

ECD spending is effective stimulus — high yield in
employment, economic multipliers



Early childhood and family public policies

Parental leave and benefits

e Federal Employment Insurance
e Provincial/territorial leaves
Income security

e Federal Child Tax Benefit & National Child Benefit, Universal Child Care
Benefit & income tax policies Child Care Expense Deduction.

e P/T various income & tax measures.
Early childhood and family programs

e P/T: Child care, kindergarten and most family support, early intervention
and pre/postnatal

e Federal: Community Action Plan for Children, Canada Pre-natal Nutrition
Program

Aboriginal

* Federal: Head Start, Child Care, CAPC and CPNP. Some provinces have f/p
agreements for Aboriginal families.

Research , Monitoring and Evaluation
e Federal funding cuts



ECEC public funding continuum
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Why child & family programs?

“Learning to be, learning to do, learning to
learn and learning to live together are the
critical elements in the journey of each child
toward human and social development”

(OECD, 2006, p18)



How Canada rates: Access to ECEC
programs for 3-6 year olds
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Data source: OECD. (2006). Starting Strong II: Early Childhood Education and Care. Country Profile



Spending on ECEC programs by country
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Data source: OECD. (2006). Starting Strong II: Early Childhood Education and Care. Country Profile




UNICEF Report Early Childhood Card

Benchmark

Parental leave of 1 yr at 50% salary

National plan

Regulated child care for 25% children>3

EC programs for 80% children 4 & 5

80% child care staff trained

50% of EC staff with postsecondary ed

Min 1:15 staff-child ratio in preschool ed

1 % of GDP spent on EC programs

Child poverty rate less than 10%

Universal outreach of child health service

Data source: UNICEF 2008 The Childcare Transition. Innocenti Report Card 8.



Policy & Program Delivery
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Percentage of children 0-5 with
access to licensed child care
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Data source: Childcare Resource & Research Unit (2008) ECEC in Canada 11



Absolute poverty of children is
lowest in the Prairies and Quebec

Incidence of absolute poverty among children (% of 0-17
who live in households that cannot buy a subsistence-level
basket of goods and services) in five Canadian regions, 2008
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OECD Recommendations

Recognize the multifaceted potential of ECEC programs and organize to
simultaneously support parents in child rearing, workforce participation,
and include low income and immigrant families.

Encourage family and community involvement

Universal not targeted approaches

Improve the working conditions and professional education of workforce
Adequate funding

Respect the ‘whole’ child

Develop guidelines and curricular standards

Build bridges between child care, education and family supports.

Create system accountability and quality assurance

Aspire to ECEC systems that support broad learning, participation and
democracy (OECD, 2006:p. 16-17).



Emerging Trends — Planning & Oversight

PEl’'s Preschool Excellence Initiative merges CC, education and
family/health supports; introduces compulsory full day kindergarten and
develops publicly managed Early Years Centres Centres.

BC’s Early Learning Agency to assess & launch full day K/Community ECD
reporting
ON EL advisor report builds on Best Start plan with full day learning.

NB names special advisor and forms a 3-ministry committee charged with
improving the accessibility, affordability and quality of children’s services.

NS 10 year plan sets targets to improve educator wages and expand
parent access.

NFL Early Learning and Child Care Strategy, in development by new
Department of Child, Youth and Family Services in cooperation with Edu.

Healthy Child Manitoba standing committee of 8 ministers is developing
its 2" 5 yr plan.



Parenting Skills Child/Family Centres Family Literacy Reach
BC Strong Start, Family Places, Parents as Literacy ?
Family Resource Programs Supporters
Alberta Parent Link Centres ?
Sask Parent Mentoring KidsFirst ?
Program
Infant Care and Dvlp
Manitoba | Triple P Parent Child Coalitions ?
Ontario Ontario Early Years Centres Family Literacy Coordinators | 7
. Parenting & Family Literacy
Family Resource Programs Centres
Quebec Avenir D’Enfants CLSCs, Family Resource ?
Programs
NB Infant-Parent Attachment | Family Resource Centres Talk With Me ?
Group Parent Support Community Raising Children
PEI Best Start Family Resource Centres ?
NS Healthy Babies, Healthy Family Resource Centres ?
Families
NL Healthy Baby Clubs, Family Resource Centres ?
BABIES
Canada CAPC, Military Family

Resource Centres




Emerging Trends

Increased numbers of eligible new parents are taking
advantage of parental leave and benefits during their child’s
first year.

Education departments and local school authorities have
increased their interest and sometimes their participation in
early childhood education.

In many jurisdictions, increased federal funding fueled growth
of commercial child care

Early childhood programs face workforce capacity and
program quality concerns.

Overall, the numbers of vulnerable children by age 6 appears
to be increasing.

Mounting research and evidence to inform policy and
practice.



Provincial Innovation

British Columbia — Community ECD reporting
Manitoba — Healthy Child Manitoba

Ontario — Our Best Future in Mind; 18 month well-
baby visit

Quebec — Avenir d’Enfants

New Brunswick — ECD Centres; Transition-to-school
coordinators; Early Intervention reform

Prince Edward Island — Smart Start
NS Schools Plus — Early Years



Lessons from Quebec’s early childhood &

family system since 1997 -2009

Expanded & flexible parental leave and family income benefits

Les centres de la petite enfance (CPE) often connected to
community social & health centres

The benefits:

Child poverty has steadily declined over 50%
Improved school achievement

Maternal workforce participation went from the lowest in Canada to
the highest.

Fertility rate has surpassed the Canadian average

The tax income from mothers as new workforce entrants now pays for
40% of the program

EDI scores show reduced vulnerability in low income Montreal
neighbourhoods



Key questions

e Should ECE programs be an entitlement?
For whom/at what age?

e Should child benefits be cash or in-kind?
e Should they be universal or means-tested?

e \What respective roles for the public and
private sectors in early childhood care
education, family supports?



References

Beach, J et al 2009 Early Childhood Education and Care in Canada 2008. Toronto: Childcare
Research & Resource Unit.

Fariholm, R. 2009 Literature review of Socioeconomic Effects and Net Benefits. Ottawa: CCHRSS

McCain, M. Mustard, F., & Shanker, S. 2007 Early Years Study 2. Toronto: Council of Early Child
Development

OECD. (2006). Starting Strong II: Early Childhood Education and Care. Country Profile

Pascal, C. 2009 An Updated and Annotated Summary of Evidence: A Compendium Report to With
Our Best Future in Mind. Toronto: Government of Ontario

Senate of Canada, Standing Senate Committee on Social Affairs, Science and Technology (2009)
Early Childhood Education and Care: Next Steps Report

UNICEF 2008 The Childcare Transition. Innocenti Report Card 8. Florence



For more information contact:

e Jane Bertrand, program director,

e Kerry McCuaig, research and communications,

e Website: www.mwmccain.ca
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